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From Geetanjali

&

Where the mind is without fear
and the head is held high;
Where knowledge is free
Where the world has not been broken up
into fragments by narrow domestic walls;
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost
its way into the dreary habits;
Into the heaven of freedom, my Father,
let my country awake.

—Ravindra Nath Thakur

Ravindra Nath's (as also of Ramlakhan) qualified support of na-
tionalist movements came from this committment. So did his res-
ervations about patriotism, which, he argued, can limit both the
freedom to engage ideas from outside 'Narrow Domestic Walls'
and the freedom also to support the causes of the people. His
passion for freedom underlies his firm opposition to unreasoned
traditionalism, which makes one a prisoner of the past.

—Amartya Sen
In his Argumentative Indian
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Caste system is not so bad as casteism. The present society of our country suffers from\

casteism and I think Bihar is the first among all the states. Casteism is one of the main causes of
most of the present evils. To illustrate-casteism was never so powerful a force in the decision
concerning appointments and postings to key offices as it is at present. Take any institutions and
look at the caste structures of the appointments and postings made there in, and you would be
stunned to note that the dominant castes among the so called forward and backward classes of
society have had their respective shares with vengeance so far unknown in the annals of this
state. The crazy logic of this decision pattern has been that not the fittest person in any dominant
caste was chosen to fill up a crucial post but instead the person who was fortunate was invari-
ably one of the average calibre but enjoyed the confidence of the patron minister or a political
leader. It was expected that he would remain loyal to his patron and try his utmost to induct as
many of his caste-men in his own institutions so that the creed grows by a certain multiplication.
The patrons cleanly forgot that such decisions did not conduce to the general good of the state
and entailed frustrations of great severity. The end result was that the truely forwards among the
forward remained forward and the truely backwards among the backward remianed backward.
— R.L.P. Gupta
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The Indian Spirit on Pilgrimage through the People

Alpana Gupta

Shri R.L.P. Gupta was born in a highly cultured Hindu family in
1926. He was a very prominent figure. He was of a religious tem-
perament and was deeply loved by the people because of his good
nature and nice character. He came from an efficient business com-
munity but instead of entering his family business, he looked up the
profession of law and joined the Munger district Bar in 1953 and
latter was President of the Bihar Rajya Khadyann Vyavasayi Sangh.

Though he was very much polite in manner, he was also very
intelligent. He was a soft hearted man who can not see any one weeping. His main aim
was simple living and high thinking.

The first time | met with my second father in the year 1975 in the month of June. At
tha t time he came to my house for my sister’s marriage proposal. As | was too small |
felt very afraid to face him. | use to think that if | could be asked any question which |
would be unable to answer then it will be very embarassing for me. But after half an
hour, | made up my mind to face the situation. The moment | was there my whole body
became red. | was getting so nervous that | can't express in which situation | was, but as
he uttered a single sentence to me-(My daughter! why are you getting nervous, you are
more than my own daughter.) The moment | got this sentence in my ear, my whole
nervousness fled in the sky like a kite and from that moment | regarded him as my
second father and | talked to him for several hours. On that day only he accepted my
elder sister as his daughter-in-law. | was very happy on that day as | got a lovely father
and now we were also related to him.

The second meeting with him was in Munger when we went for the engagement
ceremony of my jija ji. He gave a very warm welcome to us. As in the ceremony big
people came, he introduced me and my brother Sanjay as his own son and daughter.
The time he introduced us our heart was filled with love for him.

The third meeting with him was in the M.L.A. flat when | heard about his arrival in
Patna. | with my family members went to meet him. In the evening we came back in an
hour. After an hour a very sad news came that he was in Phulwari Sharif Camp Jail in
Patna. As | was very close to him, | always use to go with my father to meet him. There
he always use to ask about my studies and many other things concerning it.
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In 1978, | had a good journey with him
to Delhi. As in my this small life, | went Delhi
for 4-5 times but going with my second fa-
ther was an another experience. He took
me to the Parliament and showed and ex-
plained each and every thing in very de-
tail. Really, this type of experience | never
had in my life and | won't ever expect for it
in the future also as now he is no more
with us.

Whenever he used to come our home,
we all family members were onverjoyed of
his arrival. We, all brothers and sisters, use
to sit with him for several houres and hence
to give us his feelings. One day, he told us
how a person can be happy in his life. |
rememeber his few owrds i.e.-Thought and
action must be co-ordinated in the life of a
happy man. Thought without action and
action without thought is meaningless. He
also said that happiness is the inner state
of mind. Happiness does not depend upon
the health and wealth. His each word which
came from his pure heart was very touch-
ing. He adored my father very much. He

always use to tell us that in this big world,
| have got many good friends, but your fa-
ther is an exceptional one. He is a true
friend, a good brother and a nice Samadhi.
His this appreciation for my father filled my
heart with love and respect for him.

My last meeting with him was on 17th
January in 1985 which was very memo-
rable for me. This time he was not well and
was looking very weak also. As usual this
time also | hads a nice conversaton with
him. On 28" of January he left us alone
with his past memories.

Late R.L.P. Gupta was an exceptional
father and unique leader. He loved the
whole of mankind and believed in truth. He
travelled widely as an Ambassador of In-
dian culture carrying the message of love
and brotherhood. | describe his visit as ‘“The
Indian spirit on pilgrimage through the
people. His work shows deep sympathy
for the people and an intense sense of
beauty. Though he is no more with us, he
will be still loved and remembered by me
and by million of people, he worked for.

-
SILENCE is a powerful enemy of social justice.
Shri Ramlakhan Gupta spoke whenever he faced social injustice.
— Balram Prasad
\
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Owing to the economic weakness of the
state, the private secter must be ealisted in
the solution of these problems, Attempts to
nationalise the private secter outright, includ-
ing retail trade, public catering, transporation
and other services, have been made in some
countries but have led to a shortage of goods,
high prices and grow of the 'black market' and
contraband trade.'

(Mr. R. Ulenovski, a leading soviet eco-
nomic com mentator).
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"Election Manifesto"

Taxation : The burden of taxation today falls heavily on the common man because of the
levy of a number of Excise Duties and Sales Tax on articles of mass consumption. The inci-
dence of indirect taxation on the poorer section has increased many times since independence.
The operation of sales tax has also led to malpractices and harrassment. The Janta party
considers it desirable to replace Sales Tax with appropriate excise duties coupled with a for-
mula which would ensure that the states derive steadily increasing share from the total collec-
tion thus maintaining the element of elasticity that is today being provided by sales tax. The
party works towards a restrictive tax policy and strongly encourages savings.As far as direct
taxation is concerned it will raise the minimum exemption limit for Income Tax to Rs. 10,000.
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NEW DEAL FOR WEAKER SECTIONS

\

\_

“The Janata Party believes that the disparities that separate these members of our society from
the more educationally and economically advanced sections cannot be redically reduced without a
policy of special treatment in their favour. It will accordingly provide preferential opportunities for
education and self-employment to these sections. In this connection it will reserve between 25 and 33
percent of all appointments to government service for the backward classes, as recommended by the
Kalekar Commission. Harijans will be provided housesites.”

— Election Manifesto, 1977 (Page 22), Janta Party D,
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AMaeIP avq AfARTH

IUTETE HETGY, YA ARSI Uae 1955 339 Se2d | 991 o1 o fivwet 7 8, § S
aed g

"An Act to provide in the interests of general public, for the control of the production, supply
and distribution of, and trade and commerce in certain essential commodities."
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DAIFSEIST Tae & 3 100 I 80 UM & & AR 19 g8 R 8 Sy a1 SHHT IR
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qHeH B & d 100 A 15 T 81 © | T JAMBAR 0 e &l Y & T F, 391 Vo
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g S WY U8 BUAT 9IS IR ol | AT
ST BT 3R TUT, i1 1 BT, T 3 BT
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B IFP] Al S | $9 )8 &1 U9 34
B O X2 8 | 399 Sl AT YTaUTE 2 I9D
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"If any order, in pursuance of which any
amount has been recovered by Government
as an arrear of land revenue under sub-sec-
tion (1) is declared by a competent court, after
giving to the Government a reasonable oppor-
tunity of being heard, to be invalid, the Gov-
ernment shall refund the amount so recovered
by it to the person from whom it was recov-
ered, together with simple interest due
thereon........ "

AP AAAd Al I8l Bl § & o9 3ifaH
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gredl § b I8 Urag 98d 81 SIIRIul 3R
Ifd B | gAP! I Tl &A1 AMRY |

T 91 H g Pl @redl § b ]
H A1 SRR 3iR gasiiagfed, Q11 3Telvl-37et
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e @ o B W W 99 ATl Bl

6 fhan 8, U8 99 914 T8! § 8Nk s avE
H 9ga-4l TR RN B BUAT ABR IADI
S B E 3R SHE! Y1 @1 & B Afha
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200 P! T T W Al 98 YR Tl
TAhd & | T8 AT 25 DI GEIT M0 ) &, T

TG B | Gl ST ROTA®T O 8§ 98 & 9y
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frl IRP W BT YR ofdl B, T ofdl B
Al g8 TR I8 SYR N 41 2, 59 IRE ¥
HRIIR B B FoIdl & | & 99 & e 31

IEA B 2 | A DI ¥ ATIRY YT FRITR
TE B AR |

3 e BHl & folU IR SHhRURTS
drSre & fog i1 I8 A1 9gd $H ©, I8
SITGT B A1V | STHSHT ¥ 3+ &1 99 T
2 fo 59 39 9 I8 S or] 3R 39 f&A
A QI gY B iR drel e S| | g

e @ 91 dal dl S9d fold W 9o
HRAT §9d Tl © | $AlelY I8 &I I Pl Sl
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\_

The superiority of the ruling and priestly classes in India, the Hellenic concep-
tion of the philosopher guardians as the Rulers of the Republic, the class-efficiency
of the Roman Civil Service; the Confusion literatti who administered the Cinic Uni-
versal State, the Feudal Diamyos and Samurais of Japan and the recent British
elements in Indian Civil Services, have all been disintegrated by the progressive
forces of the new dynamic society throughout the world. The traditional plutocratic
methods of administration broke down because of the erroneous assumption that
the common man is stupid, backward and irrational, and therefore incapable of self
government. Where political, economic or social slavery was tolerated in some
form or other the gulf between the ruling class and the ruled masses led to even-
tual liquidation of the former. It has, therefore, been recognised more as a meas-
ures of State craft than as a philosophic doctrine, that internal stability of a country
cannot be maintained unless all the various starta of the population are given a fair
share in the administration of the country.

—Tynbee, as quoted by Ramlakhan Prasad Gutpa in his address to Mahasabha.)
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Backwards, Harijans and other down-trodden people must be protected and
safeguarded againsteconomictyranny and social humiliation and they must must
be assisted to assert their legal and human right.
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AT

PROCEEDING OF MEETING

An Emergent Meeting of the Bihar State Bar Council
On 29.01.1985 at 1:20 p.m. at Bar Council Office, Patna

Members present : Shri Braj Kishore Prasad (Chairman), Shri Ram Dayal
Prasad (Vice Chairman), Shri B.P. Samaiyar, Shri Satyendra Sahay Verma, Shri
Naseem Ahmad, Shri Jugal Kishore Prasad, Shri Sadhu Sharan Yadav, Shri Baxi
S.R.P. Sinha, Shri Shailesh Kumar Sinha, Shri Nand Kishore Prasad.

Agenda : To condole the death of Shri Ram Lakhan Prasad Gupta, Advocate
& Member of the Council.

Resolution No. 4 of 1985 : Resolved at an Emergent Meeting that the Bihar
State Bar Council expresses its profound grief at the sad and sudden demise of
Shri Ram Lakhan Prasad Gupta on 28.01.1985 at his Mungen residence. Shri
Gupta was born on 02.09.1926. He was enrolled as a pleader on 08.04.1953 and
started practice at Munger. He was enrolled as an Advocate on 17.07.1962. He
was a member of the Bar Council from 1968 and remained as such till his death.
He was a Member of Rajya Sabha from 1978 to 1984. He was MLC of Bihar for
two terms. He was a loveable person who endeared himself to all and was very
popular.

As a mark of respect to the departed soul, the office and Bar Council Press
will remain closed for the rest of the day.

Resolved further that a copy of the resolution be sent to the bereaved family.

B. K. Prasad K.V. Sihna
Chairman, B.S.B.C. Secretary, B.S.B.C.
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Searchlight, Patna, 29.01.1985 : Mr.
Ramlakhan Prasad Gupta, former BJP mem-
ber of Parliament, died at Munger today ac-
cording to a report received here.
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Editorial from Journal of State Bar
Council : Condolences — Shri Ram Lakhan
Prasad Gupta.

We deeply mourn the loss of the dearest
member of the Council who had been a mem-
ber of the Bar since 1968. By his contribution
to the Bar Council he has left a permanent im-
pression and he will always be remembered
for his past association. Shri Gupta was born
on 02.09.1926 in Munger town. He came from
an affluent business community but instead of
entering his family business he took up the pro-
fession of law and joined the Munger District
Bar in 1953 as a pleader and later got himself
enrolled as an Advocate on 17.07.1962. He
was very much polite in manners and by his
wits kept everybody in humour. He will be re-
membered by us as if he is in our midst. May
his soul rest in peace.

The Bar Council on his sad death paid
glowing tributes in an emergent meeting held
on 29.01.1985 at 1:30 pm soon after the news
of his death was received in the Council's of-
fice and passed the following resolution :—

“Resolved at an Emergent Meeting that
the Bihar State Bar Council expresses its pro-
found grief at the sad and sudden demise of
Shri Ram Lakhan Prasad Gupta on 28.01.1985
at his Munger residence. Shri Gupta was born
on 02.09.1926. He was enrolled as a pleader
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on 08.04.1953 and started practice at Munger.
He was enrolled as an Advocate on
17.07.1962. He was a member of the Bar
Council from 1968 and remained as such till
his death. He was a member of Rajya Sabha
from 1978 to 1984. He was MLC of Bihar for
two terms. He was a loveable person who en-
deared himself to all and was very popular.”
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